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CONNECT RESOURCE 

 
Since death is the punishment for sin, Christ died willingly in our place to 
deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God. 
By his substitutionary atoning death, he alone redeems us from hell and 
gains for us forgiveness of sin, righteousness, and everlasting life. 
 

Q24: Why was it necessary for Christ, the 

Redeemer, to die? 

Colossians 1:21–22: Once you were alienated from God and were enemies 
in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you 

by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from accusation. 

 
 
“For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for God, while the 
essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man.” Discuss the 
meaning of this quotation from John Stott. 
  
What do you remember of the story of the Passover lamb from the 
Old Testament when the people of Israel were about to leave Egypt 
(Exodus ch. 12)? 

 
 
Read Hebrews 9:15-22. 
a. What is “new” about the new covenant (verse 15)? 
b. Why do you think blood was so important to God in the Old 

Testament? 
c. What is the connection between shedding blood and forgiveness 

(verse 22)? 
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Resource based on New City Catechism 

 
 
Read John 1:29-30. 
a. How do you imagine the term “Lamb of God” would have hit the 

ears of these 1st century Jewish hearers? 
b. In what sense was John’s statement about Jesus a prophetic 

announcement about what was to come? 
c. Explain the significance of the word-play in the after/before 

language of verse 30. 

 
 
Some people believe Jesus was just a good moral model that God set 
up for us to follow. How does this idea break down when it comes to 
Jesus’ death on the cross? 
  
Why was the Jewish Old Testament sacrificial system of animal 
sacrifice an incomplete solution to the human problem? 
  
Do you ever struggle with a nagging feeling of guilt even though you 
are a Christian? What does the atonement reveal about the width 
and depth of the forgiveness that has been granted to us in Christ? 
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In order to fully benefit from the resources around this question we 
suggest that you download the New City Catechism App for your 

Android, iPhone, iPad or visit the website version.  
Instructions on how to do this can be found at: 

www.oceansidechurch.ca 

  If you would like to find out more about connect groups and how 
you can be part of one please contact Oceanside Church at: 

oceansidechurchint@shaw.ca 
or 

Paul and Katie MacMunn at 250 751 4245 
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